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WEST VALLEY PONDS KALISPELL

Getting there: Head west from Kalispell on Old Reserve Drive/
West Reserve Drive. About 2-3 miles west of Kalispell, turn right 
onto West Valley Drive. The wildlife viewing area is on the right, 
about 1-2 miles to the north.

Flathead Audubon Society: “This is one of the best areas of 
the valley for observing high density of wintering raptors such as 
red-tailed (including Harlan’s) and rough-legged hawk, bald eagle 
and prairie falcon, and in some winters, snowy owl. …  Watch for 
flocks of American pipit, horned lark, lapland longspur and snow 
bunting in winter.”

LOWER VALLEY AREA 
SOUTH OF KALISPELL

Getting there: Heading south out of Kalispell on U.S. 93, turn 
right onto Willow Glenn Drive, then another sharp right onto Lower 
Valley Road. Continue on Lower Valley or other farm roads south 
and east toward Bigfork (about 15 miles) where you will end up on 
the cutoff road (Highway 82) between Bigfork and Somers.

Flathead Audubon Society: “It is the most reliable place in the 
Flathead Valley to find greater scaup and Eurasian wigeon. rough-
legged and red-tailed (including Harlan’s) hawks, falcons and even 
the occasional snowy owl hunt the lower valley fields in winter. The 
Blasdel Waterfowl Production Area (WPA) on North Somers Road 
is the only sizable piece of public land here, and offers grassland, 
shrub and wetland birds such as short-eared owl, northern harrier, 
marsh wren and several sparrow species.”

POLSON

Getting there: On U.S. 93, along the southern shore of 
Flathead Lake.

Flathead Audubon Society: “Polson provides the best local 
opportunity to find rare gulls and serves as the gateway to the 
Mission Valley, one of the best winter raptor areas in the western 
U.S. Stop at Boettcher Park, along the lakeshore behind (north of) 
the golf course east of town, to scan the lake for migrant loons and 
waterfowl. … Pygmy nuthatches are common in the ponderosa 
pines here. The waterfront along downtown is often good for gulls; 
mew, glaucous, glaucous-winged, and thayer’s occur most years 
among the larger flocks of common species (mostly ring-billed). 
The Polson sewer ponds often host these species as well and are 
a great place to find barrow’s goldeneye.”

PABLO NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
AND NINEPIPE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Getting there: Both refuges are just west of U.S. 93. Access 
the Pablo refuge by heading west on North Reservoir Road to 
the north or Light Road to the south. Access the Ninepipe refuge 
by heading west on Highway 212 to the north (toward Charlo) or 
Olsen Road to the south.

Flathead Audubon Society: “This exceptional wetland complex 
contains over 800 glacial potholes and a 1,770-acre reservoir. It 
was established in 1921 and is located within the Flathead Indian 
Reservation. An access road and paved trail provide for water-
fowl and shorebird viewing where about 200 bird species have 
been recorded. Great blue herons, double-crested cormorants, 
ducks, grebes, short-eared owls and a wide variety of songbirds 
can be observed, along with superb viewing of raptors during the 
winter. Watch for refuge, Waterfowl Production Area, and Wildlife 
Management Area signs. The refuges are crossed by several 
county roads.”

• To avoid stressing birds or exposing 
them to danger, exercise restraint and 
caution during observation, photography, 
sound recording or filming.

• Limit the use of recordings and other 
methods of attracting birds, and never 
use such methods in heavily birded 
areas.

• Keep well back from nests and nest-
ing colonies, roosts, display areas and 
important feeding sites.

• Use artificial light sparingly for film-

ing or photography, especially for close-
ups.

• Before advertising the presence of 
a rare bird, evaluate the potential for 
disturbance to the bird. The sites of rare 
nesting birds should be divulged only to 
the proper conservation authorities.

• Stay on roads, trails and paths 
where they exist; otherwise keep habitat 
disturbance to a minimum.

• Do not enter private property without 
the owner’s explicit permission.

Code of birding ethics

Waxwings in winter. (Chris Peterson/Hungry Horse News) 

If you’re interested in a more controlled, up-close experience with some majes-
tic raptors, consider a trip to the Montana Wild Wings Recovery Center at 37 
Panoramic Drive in Kalispell. The center is a nonprofit facility operated by volun-
teers and funded through donations.

Typical hours of operation are 9 a.m. Monday through Friday and 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturdays. Visitors are encouraged to call ahead at (406) 250-1070 to arrange 
a visit. Home tour fees are $7 for adults and $4 for children.

Wild Wings Recovery Center
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Swans in Glacier National Park

Chestnut chickadee Saw whet owl Golden crown kinglet

C h r i s  P e t e r s o n  p h o t o s  /  H u n g r y  H o r s e  N e w s
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